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LET US PRAY
There is little doubt that India is about to reach her
cherished goal of political independence. Let the entrance be
prayerful. Prayer is not an old woman's idle amusement. Pro-
perly understood and applied, it is the most potent instrument
of action.
Let us then pray and find out what we have meant by non-
violence and how we shall retain the freedom gained by its use.
If our non-violence is of the weak, it follows that we shall never
be able, by such non-violence, to retain freedom. But it follows
also that we shall not, for some length of time at any rate, be
able to defend ourselves by force of arms if only because ^v e
have neither them nor the knowledge of their use. We have not
even the requisite discipline. The result is that we shall have to
rely upon another nation's help, not as equals but as pupils upon
their teachers, if the word 'inferiors' jars upon our ears.
Hence there is nothing but non-violence to fall back upon for
retaining our freedom even as we had to do for gaming it. This
means exercise of non-violence against all those who call them-
selves our opponents. This should not mean much for a man
who has used himself to non-violence for nearly three decades.
It is summed up in " die for your honour and freedom " instead
of "kill if necessary and be killed in the act". What does a brave
soldier do ? He kills only if necessary and risks his life in the
act. Non-violence demands greater courage and sacrifice. Why
should it be comparatively easy for a man to risk death in the
act of killing and almost superhuman for him to do so in the
act of sparing life ? It seems to be gross self-deception to think
that we can risk death if we learn and practise the art of killing
but cannot do so otherwise. But for the hypnotism induced by
the repetition of an untruth we should not grossly deceive
ourselves.
But the critic or the scoffer will ask, why bring in prayer
if the matter is so simple as you put it ? The answer is that
prayer is the first and the last lesson in learning the noble and
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